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B y now, most of you know I have announced my plans to vacate the position of Dean of the College 
of Family and Consumer Sciences on July 1, 2006. However, I am not retiring. I will be a faculty 
member of the College and focus my energies on research and teaching. Serving as Dean of the 

College of Family and Consumer Sciences at the University of Georgia has been the highlight of my 
academic career.

With this decision comes the opportunity for reflection. That’s the symbolic message of the 
photograph on the cover of this issue of the FACS Magazine. Managing Editor and Director of 
Communications Denise Horton convinced me to let my photo be on the cover, but I insisted that I 
wear my academic garb. Nancy Evelyn, the creative photographer who has been responsible for so 
many of our wonderful photographs, literally set the stage for reflections. 

Academic regalia symbolizes the cloak of responsibility we assume with advanced education.  It 
reflects the value of intellectual talent, relationships between teachers and students and institutions 
of higher education. When I put on the gown, hood and mortar board for each commencement and 
convocation ceremony, I am filled with pride at the accomplishments of our students and alumni. 
As I reflect on the accomplishments of our faculty who also wear their academic regalia on these 
special occasions, I confirm what a privilege it is to work with such talented and dedicated educators, 
researchers and public servants.   

In July, I will have served two months short of 15 years as Dean. I think the time is right for 
a transition both in the leadership of the College and in my role. The College has experienced 
tremendous growth in undergraduate enrollment; enhanced our outreach and public service programs; 
investigated significant social, health and economic issues facing families and consumers through 
our research; and established an outstanding array of study abroad opportunities. We have benefited 
from dedicated faculty and staff, and recently have added outstanding new talent to both faculty and 
staff. We have weathered reductions in funding due to downturns in state revenues. As I reflect on 
these situations, I affirm the importance of our commitment to the College’s mission as an integral 
unit of the land-grant university.

The College of Family and Consumer Sciences is a place known on the UGA campus as the most 
nurturing environment for students. I’ve often said that satisfied students become happy, supportive 
alumni. FACS alumni are contributing to the advancement of the College through the gifts of their 
time and financial resources. As I reflect on the many accomplishments, I know they are the result 
of teamwork. That team effort is a reflection of the talent and loyalty of faculty, staff, alumni and 
students to the College of Family and Consumer Sciences and the University of Georgia. I treasure 
not only our accomplishments, but also the relationships we have forged. 

Reflections involve thinking about the past, but also considering the future. There are several 
things I wish we could have accomplished, foremost among them is securing a commitment for the 
much-needed addition to Dawson Hall and doing more to strengthen our graduate programs. Still, 
the foundation is in place for the next dean to lead our truly exemplary college.  I told Provost Mace 
that I will not be a “lame-duck” dean during the remainder of the academic year. I hope you will join 
me in helping to secure the future of the College of Family and Consumer Sciences through your 
continued support this year and into the future.  

Sam and I both thank you for your friendship and encouragement. We’ll be seeing you in all the 
old familiar places...and perhaps some new ones too. n  

			   Sharon Y. Nickols, Dean

Letter from the Dean D E V E L O P M E N T

Katrina L. Bowers is Director of Development and Alumni Relations for the College of Family and 

Consumer Sciences. For more information on how to give a current or deferred gift, please contact 

Katrina at (706) 542-4946, by email at kbowers@fcs.uga.edu, or write to her at FACS, 224 Dawson 

Hall, UGA, Athens, GA 30602.

When Betty Davison Garcia was eight years old, she couldn’t decide 
what she wanted her father to give her for Christmas.  She was initially 
disappointed when her sister, Margaret, received a doll and Betty was gifted 
25 shares of Coca-Cola stock.  While the gift wasn’t as much fun, it has 
been a gift that she’s truly valued through the years. The gift will now make 
a significant difference in the lives of students at UGA.  

Betty, a 1953 UGA Home Economics graduate, enjoyed a long career 
with the bridal department of Rich’s store at Lenox Mall. She used her 
degree in many ways including merchandising and helping young brides 
make wise selections. Her two sons, Kenneth and Brooks, are also creative 
like their mother. Kenneth is an interior designer in Atlanta and Brooks, a 
1985 UGA graduate, is a landscape designer, also in Atlanta.  

Betty has remained connected to UGA and decided recently to stop 
giving to larger national charities and to give where she feels personally involved. She knew of the 
UGA Archway to Excellence campaign and wanted to contribute to the institution that provided 
much of her own personal and professional development.  Betty’s generous gift will fund an endowed 
International Study Abroad fund as well as provide funds for a new FACS building.  

“My international travels have opened my eyes to the world in ways that could never have happened 
in a classroom,” she said. “I wish such experiences would have been possible for me as a UGA 
student. I am thrilled to help a deserving student from FACS learn about other cultures firsthand at a 
young age.”

Betty also knows that the college is cramped for space. “Our college needs private funds to help 
leverage state dollars for a new building. Even though it may not be built for a few years, I want UGA 
leaders to know that FACS alumni are behind this effort.”

Even though her sister, Margaret Block, got the doll on that Christmas long ago, Margaret is the 
one who inspired Betty to be the philanthropist she is today.

“Margaret had a priceless blue and white porcelain collection. Upon her death, it was auctioned off 
at Sotheby’s the week prior to Jackie Kennedy’s collection,” Betty recalled. “The proceeds went to St. 
Catherine’s Preparatory School in Richmond, Va., and funded a scholarship in Margaret’s memory. I 
really wanted to have a similar impact on young people in my lifetime.”

Upon advice from her accountant, Betty gifted a portion of her Coca-Cola stock to UGA to benefit 
the College of Family and Consumer Sciences.

“Those initial 25 shares have grown tremendously,” she said. “I was able to avoid capital gains 
taxes and UGA benefited from the current market value of the stock. It was an easy transaction that 
Katrina Bowers helped to facilitate with my financial advisor. The tax deduction I will receive for the 
2005 year is a wise move for me financially, yet knowing that this gift will make a difference far into 
the future and that my name will have a perpetual presence in Dawson Hall on the campus I remember 
so fondly, is what makes me proudest of this gift.”   

We can imagine what a proud father that Dr. T.C. Davison would be of Betty’s choices.  We should 
all be as fortunate as to be a part of the gift that keeps giving.  n

Long Ago Gift Will Keep GivingReflections
t h e  r e a l  t h i n g

Betty Davison 
Garcia (L) with 

friends Bill 
Gardner and 

Florence Jones.
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